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DETAILED ACTION 

The RCE filed March 29, 2006 has been considered in preparing this Office 

action. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

1. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

2. Claims 1-5 and 7-15 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Nunokawa et al (6,335,729 hereinafter "Nunokawa") in view of Ogawa et al (6,529, 
218 hereinafter "Ogawa"). 

Nunokawa teaches an image display device and a method (Figs. 1 and 3) for 
storing a plurality of images (map data) and displaying the image based on a user's 
display operation (from operation unit 19) comprising a non-volatile storage unit (18) 
storing data which can be rewritten and maintaining stored data even if a main power 
supply is switched off; an image storage unit (17) storing an image; an image display 
unit (15) displaying the image stored in the image storage unit; an operation detection 
unit detecting a user's display operation to modify a display state of the image displayed 
on the image display unit (col. 4, lines 15-22); a display information reading unit (such 
as a step of reading, col. 2, lines 33-35) for reading the display information from said 
non-volatile storage unit when power is switched on; and a display information writing 
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unit (steps 109 and 110) for writing the display information for indicating a display state. 
Nunokawa further teaches to store "predetermined control information into the non- 
volatile storage means to eliminate a need for reading various control data for the 
recording medium after the power supply is turned on and makes it possible to reduce 
the time spent before information is displayed after the power supply is turned on 
accordingly" (col. 10, line 61 to col. 1 1, line 3 and col. 8, lines 17-21). Nunokawa fails to 
teach the display information writing unit writing display information for indicating a 
display state including a displayed position. 

However, Ogawa teach an image display device as shown in Fig. 1 , comprising a 
non-volatile memory 14, operation detection 30, image storing unit 13, image display 
unit 21 (col. 4, lines 3-25). Ogawa further teach a display information writing unit for 
writing display information indicating a display state including a displayed position (Fig. 
2, steps S103-S109, col. 5, lines 5-35). Thus, it would have been obvious to one skilled 
in the art to combine the method as taught by Nunokawa in combination with the 
method as taught by Ogawa in order to easily retrieve the latest image just before the 
power being turned off, and thereby providing convenience to the user, and reducing 
power consumption. 

Therefore, at least claims 1, 2, 4, 7, 8, 10-15 would have been obvious. 

As per claim 3, Nunokawa and Ogawa fail explicitly teach or suggest if the 
display information read from said non-volatile storage unit is not a prescribed value, 
said display information reading unit modifies the display information to a prescribed 
rating value. However, since the displayed image has a certain resolution permitted by 
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the display device, the scaled or enlarged displayed image should have a limit to the 
magnification. Therefore, the display information reading unit should modify the image 
to fit the permitted resolution of the display device. 

As per claim 5, Nunokawa teaches if said operation detection unit does not 
detect another user's display operation during a specific time period after detecting a 
user's display operation, said display information writing unit writes the display 
information in said non-volatile storage unit (such as, in the parking lot when the car is 
not moving). 

As per claim 9, Nunokawa teaches the display information includes at least one 
of information for specifying an original image, information about magnification of a 
display image and information for indicating a position in the original image of a display 
image (col. 4, lines 15-38). This is also taught in Ogawa for enlarging and reducing the 
image. 

Response to Arguments 

3. Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 1-5, 7-15 have been considered but 
are moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 

Conclusion 

4. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Hau H. Nguyen whose telephone number is: 571-272- 
7787. The examiner can normally be reached on MON-FRI from 8:30-5:30. 
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If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 

supervisor, Kee Tung can be reached on (571) 272-7794. 

The fax number for the organization where this application or proceeding is 
assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published 
applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status 
information for unpublished applications is available through , Private PAIR only. For 
more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you 
have questions on access to the Private PAIR system contact the Electronic Business 
Center (EBC) at 866-2 17-9197 (toll-free). 

H. Nguyen 
6/9/2006 




